
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bukurie Ozuni 

PhD Student in the Curriculum of Political Science 

XXXVIII cycle  

Early-Stage Researcher within the CLOE Project 

Supervisor: Prof. Arianna Pitino 

Co-Supervisor: Prof. Isabel Fanlo Cortés 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH PROJECT  
 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH THEME: LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ ORGANIZATION, PROTECTION OF 

RIGHTS AND SERVICES’ DELIVERY IN RURAL AND MOUNTAIN AREAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
   

Description of the project. 

This research project embarks on a rigorous examination of the pivotal role local authorities 

play in protection of the fundamental rights and orchestrating efficient service delivery within 

the distinctive domains of rural and mountainous areas. Moreover, it delves into the intricate 

dynamics of how unforeseen and disruptive events, typified by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

impact the functions and efficacy of these local governing bodies. The study also endeavours 

to devise strategic frameworks aimed at optimizing service delivery and fostering sustainable 

development within these geographically unique and often underserved regions. 

Employing a rigorous and systematic approach, the research employs a cross-national 

comparative lens coupled with a historical perspective to unravel the multifaceted tapestry of 

governance in these distinct contexts. Anticipated outcomes encompass a granular elucidation 

of the intricate roles played by local authorities in upholding rights and ensuring equitable 

service provision in rural and mountainous terrains. Furthermore, the research aspires to cast a 

comprehensive light on the pervasive impacts of exceptional events such as the COVID-19 

pandemic on the functional capacity and efficacy of local authorities within these distinctive 

regions. Ultimately, the research aims to present strategic frameworks that can empower local 

authorities to fulfil their responsibilities effectively, thereby advancing rights and services in 

rural and mountainous areas. 

The academic and societal significance of this research is underscored by the imperative to 

address the unique challenges faced by rural and mountainous areas, often marginalized, and 

overlooked in policy considerations. By providing novel insights and evidence-based 

recommendations, this research has the potential to significantly influence policy discourse and 

guide decision-makers in devising strategies that cater to the specific needs of these 

communities. The potential impact of this research extends to multiple stakeholders. The 

university, as a centre of academic pursuit, stands to gain through the contribution of new 

knowledge and innovative perspectives. Local authorities, being at the vanguard of service 

delivery, will receive invaluable recommendations for refining their operations to better serve 

their communities. Furthermore, rural, and mountainous areas will experience tangible 

benefits, including improved services and an enabling environment for sustainable 

development, directly resulting from the scholarly rigor and evidence-based insights emanating 

from this thorough and insightful research endeavour. 

 

The state of the art.  

In the contemporary landscape of local governance, a thorough and expansive review has been 

meticulously conducted, focusing on the organizational frameworks of local authorities and 

their essential role in rights preservation and efficient service delivery within rural and 

mountainous contexts. This comprehensive review has successfully identified fundamental 

areas that necessitate further scholarly inquiry, delineated as follows: 

    The Role of Local Authorities in the Protection of Rights and Advancement of Service 

Delivery in Rural and Mountainous Regions: 

    This critical inquiry seeks to attain a nuanced and profound comprehension of the 

indispensable role played by local authorities in upholding fundamental rights and optimizing 

service delivery within the intricate topographies of rural and mountainous terrains. This 

exploration involves a meticulous examination of their charters, obligations, and strategic 

initiatives aimed at ensuring fundamental rights and the seamless provisioning of services. 

    Impact of Unforeseen Phenomena (e.g., COVID-19) on Local Authorities and Their Vital 

Role in Rights Protection and Service Delivery in Rural and Mountainous Areas: 

    This rigorous investigation endeavors to delve into the far-reaching consequences of 

unforeseen and exceptional events, exemplified by the COVID-19 pandemic, on local 

authorities and their efficacy in upholding rights and facilitating essential services within rural 



   
   

and mountainous landscapes. An insightful analysis of the challenges posed by exigencies of 

this nature will be instrumental in devising strategies for heightened resilience, adaptability, 

and crisis management. 

    Enhancing Service Delivery in Rural and Mountainous Areas: 

    A meticulous and thorough analysis is essential to identify viable methodologies for 

optimizing the delivery of services in rural and mountainous regions. This encompasses a 

profound exploration of innovative approaches, the integration of technology, the optimization 

of resource allocation, and fostering collaborative synergy among stakeholders to bridge 

existing gaps and elevate service efficiency. Furthermore, it involves investigating effective 

strategies for capacity building and skill enhancement within the local governing bodies. 

    Augmenting Sustainable Development in Rural and Mountainous Areas: 

    Delving into sustainable development strategies is of pivotal importance for these distinctive 

regions. The study shall particularly focus on identifying and formulating sustainable practices 

that align with the unique socio-economic and environmental dynamics of rural and 

mountainous locales. This encompasses a comprehensive examination of economic growth, 

environmental conservation, social equity, and active community participation as pivotal 

constituents in achieving sustainable development goals. 

In summation, this elucidation encapsulates the critical domains warranting specialized 

research endeavors to advance the scholarly understanding of the pivotal role assumed by local 

authorities in rural and mountainous regions. This pertains specifically to rights preservation, 

service optimization, and sustainable development. Such in-depth investigations are paramount 

for the formulation of judicious policies and strategic interventions conducive to progress and 

societal well-being within these distinct geographic landscapes. The results of these inquiries 

are anticipated to enrich academic discourse and serve as a beacon guiding policymakers and 

stakeholders in shaping a more inclusive, rights-oriented, and sustainable future for rural and 

mountainous communities. 

 

 

Research question. 

1. What specific challenges do local authorities encounter in effectively delivering 

services in rural and mountainous regions, and how can these challenges be effectively 

addressed and mitigated? 

2. To what extent do the current services provided by local authorities in rural and 

mountainous areas align with and contribute to sustainable development goals, and 

what enhancements or adjustments are necessary to optimize their impact? 

3. Do the services currently provided by local authorities in rural and mountainous areas 

effectively contribute to the protection of human rights? 

 

 

Methodology. 

This research seeks to comprehensively examine the organizational structures of local 

authorities, the protection of fundamental rights, and the efficient delivery of services within 

rural and mountainous domains, employing an empirical approach. The empirical investigation 

pertaining to the organizational configurations of local authorities, rights protection, and 

service provision in rural and mountainous regions primarily concentrates on the jurisdictional 

influence wielded by local authorities and affiliated entities concerning the protection of rights 

and service delivery in these contexts. 

The exploration employs a (cross-national) comparative framework, coupled with a historical 

lens, enabling an in-depth understanding of the evolutionary trajectory in this realm. The 

methodology primarily involves indirect and bibliographical approaches, drawing from 



   
   

pertinent scholarly literature, juridical precedents established by superior and regional labor 

courts, and relevant jurisprudential principles. Through a deductive analytical process, this 

research aims to derive a nuanced and suitable interpretation of the subject matter, ultimately 

contributing to a more efficacious resolution of the extant challenges within this domain. 

 

 

Expected results. 

Elucidating the Essential Role of Local Authorities: 

This research aims to delve deeply into elucidating and substantiating the pivotal and 

multifaceted roles played by local administrative bodies in protection of fundamental rights 

and optimizing service provisions within the intricate and often challenging context of rural 

and mountainous areas. It involves a comprehensive exploration of the diverse functions and 

responsibilities local authorities undertake to ensure the well-being and rights of the residents 

in these unique geographical settings. The research strives to delineate not only their formal 

obligations but also the informal and implicit roles they play in fostering a conducive 

environment for the protection of rights and the provision of essential services. 

Analysing the Impact of Extraordinary Phenomena: 

In response to the ever-evolving dynamics of the world, this research places emphasis on 

conducting a rigorous and comprehensive analysis to discern the repercussions and nuanced 

dynamics that extraordinary events, exemplified by the global COVID-19 pandemic, exert 

upon the efficacy and adaptability of local authorities. The study aims to understand how these 

unforeseen and disruptive occurrences impact the functioning, capacities, and adaptability of 

local authorities in ensuring rights preservation and efficient service delivery within 

geographically constrained settings. Through this analysis, valuable insights will be garnered 

into strategies for bolstering resilience and fortifying capacities for managing and mitigating 

the impact of such extraordinary events in the future. 

Proposing Strategic Augmentations: 

The research also endeavours to propose evidence-based, nuanced strategies, and policy 

recommendations with the express purpose of enhancing the capacities and effectiveness of 

local administrative bodies. These augmentations are aimed at enabling local authorities to 

better fulfil their mandates in the protection of rights and the facilitation of service delivery 

within rural and mountainous contexts. The proposed strategies will be grounded in a thorough 

analysis of the existing practices, challenges, and emerging trends. They will encompass 

practical and actionable recommendations that can be implemented to empower local 

authorities to navigate the unique challenges posed by the geographical and socio-economic 

characteristics of rural and mountainous areas. 

This scholarly endeavour holds the promise of engendering not only advancements within 

academia but also delivering practical insights and solutions that can be of substantial benefit 

to local authorities, policymakers, and the populace residing in these challenging terrain 

settings. By bridging the gap between theoretical insights and pragmatic applications, this 

research seeks to contribute to the overall enhancement of governance, rights protection, and 

service delivery in rural and mountainous regions. Ultimately, the objective is to foster 

sustainable development and improve the overall quality of life for the inhabitants of these 

geographically unique areas. 
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