ESSAY 3: THE PROBLEMS OF BEING A RESEARCHER
I don’t know what I will be in my future. I choose to study biotechnology because I’m interesting in immunology and molecular biology. It’s incredible thinking to what can happen in our body and how perfect it is. I don’t know if I will become a researcher because to be a researcher is very complicated, specially in Italy. In fact, there are a lot of problems connected to personal life, job and money, of course.

         If you want to be a researcher you have to put first of all your researches and your life in laboratory. There are no Saturday and Sunday and there is no fixed working hours. So you have very few time to spent with your family and to take care of yourself. Sometimes somebody can tell you that there is even a time to have a baby. I didn’t believe that a thing like this one could happen.
I don’t agree because I got married and in my future plan I want an happy family with babies! I’m not able to put my research before of my family, so this fact could be a problem for me in the future if I would became a researcher.
         Another important fact is that a researcher doesn’t have a regular job. This is the main problem of Italian university and this is a real problem for the young people like me. In the others country this thing doesn’t happen because the researcher and the scientist are consider important people who can help to solve some problem of our society. So a lot of people decide to go in other country, the famous phenomenon of the brain drain. Some Italians was able to win the Nobel prize but for the research conducted in other countries! I don’t want to spent long time far from my family and this fact is a limitation for my career, so I have to think also about this.
         Another problem is connected to money. In Italy there are no money for researching, the state doesn’t give a lot of money to university and so some laboratories can’t afford to sign up young people and can’t afford to buy instruments or reagents to set up the experiments. The money are often given by some private foundation ore they are collected from common people through charity.  I think in other country, specially in US, is not like here. The research has a priority role in the society because they believe that the research is the future. In fact a lot of young people migrates to US where they became a researcher and where they can have satisfaction from their job. Another problem is the low salary which is monthly given to researchers here, in Italy. Life is very expensive!

         In conclusion what I can say is that I really don’t know what I will do after my phD course. I really love my job, but there are some problems to think about. I hope to understand what I will be in my future during these years of phD program. I think about my family, the problem of job, the few money I monthly received. I don’t want to go abroad because I love Italy and I love my family so I’m not able to stay for a long time far away from them. I would like to make a short experience abroad, for example six months, in order to test another reality different from our country. Anyway I hope that this system of research will change soon in the next years.
